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I would have thee to study that exactly; so that there be rid
sea, river, or fountain, of which thou dost not know the fishes,
all the fowls of the air; all the several kinds of shrubs and
trees, whether in forest or orchard; all the sorts of herbs and
flowers that grow upon the ground; all the various metals
that are hid within the bowels of the earth ; together with
all the diversity of precious stones that are to be seen in the
Orient and south parts of the world ; let nothing of all these
be hidden from thee. Then fail not most carefully to peruse
the books of the great Arabian and Latin physicians; not
despising the Talmudists and Cabalists; and by frequent
anatomies get thee the perfect knowledge of the microcosm,
which is man. And at some hours of the day apply thy mind
to the study of the holy Scriptures : first in Greek, the New
Testament with the Epistles of the Apostles; and then the
Old Testament, in Hebrew. In brief, let me see thee an
abyss and bottomless pit of knowledge: for from hence-
forward, as thou growest great and becomest a man, thou
must part from this tranquillity and rest of study ; thou must
learn chivalry, warfare, and the exercise of the field, the
better thereby to defend our house and our friends and to suc-
cour and protect them at all their needs against the invasion
and assaults of evil-doers. Furthermore I will that very
shortly thou try how much thou hast profited, which thou canst
riot better clo than by maintaining publicly theses and con-
clusions in all arts, against all persons whatsoever, and by
haunting the company of learned men, both at Paris and
otherwhere."
To this elaborate analysis of the humanistic-realist concep-
tion, Rabelais adds an exposition of the physical, social, moral,
and religious elements in education in the best Renaissance-
spirit. In regard to his educational views, though quite at
variance with the remainder of his writings and with his repu-
tation, Rabelais is to be classed with those early humanists
who sought to reestablish the broadest conception of the
liberal education.
John Milton (1608-1674), the poet, published in 1644 a
brief Tractate on Education which remains one of the best
expressions of the views of the humanistic-realists. His ob